
ST. JOHN NEPOMUCENE
F a i t h  D e v e l o p m e n t

LET'S GET AFTER IT!

Boy, summer seems to go by quicker as we get older!
Sounds so cliche, but it's so true.  Over the summer we
hired our new Faith Development Administrative Assistant,
Kelly Ufi.  Kelly is excited to be a part of our program and is
looking forward to working with our young people.  Please
welcome Kelly in her new role.  We are so excited to start
Faith Development this year!  Our 1st through 8th graders
will begin on Wednesday, September 8th.  Our 9th and
10th graders will begin on Sunday, September 19th. Lastly,
our Confirmation students will begin on Sunday,
September 19th with their retreat.  We are ready to share
His love with our young people!  Go God Go!

VACATION BIBLE

SCHOOL!

110 K-4th grade students
participated in Vacation

Bible School this past July. 
 p. 2

FAMILY FUN FEST

On Thursday, August 26th
we held our Family Fun

Fest in the Greenspace on
Grand Ave across from the

schoool. p. 3

PRAYERS N

S'MORES

This past summer over 70
young people in grades 5-8

joined us on Monday
evenings for faith, fun, and

yes, S'mores. p. 2
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TRAINING TO BE 

CHAMPIONS FOR CHRIST
B y :  R y a n  G l o u d e m a n s

Vacation Bible took place July 19-July 23.  110 Kindergarten
through 4th graders participated in the week long program. 
 This year's theme was "Cathletics, Training to Be
Champions for Jesus Christ."  The event started with an
opening ceremony in church celebrating the start of
Vacation Bible School with the lighting of our Holy Spirit
torch.  The athletes who competed in the Olympics spent
years training for their events so that they would be ready to
compete.   We, too, must train in our faith life by praying,
worshiping, and practicing our faith daily so that when we
meet Jesus we are prepared. During the week, the students
trained through prayer, crafts, music, dance, and various
other games and activities.  On Friday, we ended with a
closing ceremony in church where the students performed
several songs in front of their families and special guests. 
 The energy of our young people was contagious and we are
so grateful for our families and volunteers for their support
in making this such a successful event in our parish!  We
look forward to hosting Vacation Bible School next year!

PRAYERS N S'MORES

b y  C l i n t  J o r n

With summer coming to an
end we finished with the final
Prayers N S'mores on Monday,  
August 16th.  A total of six
Prayers N S'mores were held
throughout the summer. 
 During each of the Mondays
we had over 70 fifth through
eighth graders attend.  Each
Monday our young people
were engaged in various games,
activities, faith, and, of course,
plenty of s'mores.  Prayers N
S'mores allows our young
people to come to St. John and
have fun with their peers while  
growing closer to Jesus in their
Catholic faith.   
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"During each of the
Mondays we had over
70 fifth through eighth

graders attend."
During the school year, our
parish will continue to offer
Youth Ministry programming
monthly during our Faith on Fire
events on Saturday evenings. 

The first Faith on Fire event will
take place in September.  There
will be no shortage of faith, fun,
and pizza!  We look forward to
having our young people in
grades 5-8 join us!



CATHOLIC HEART
b y  C l i n t  J o r n ,  Y o u t h  M i n i s t e r

 This year a group of St John parish members joined with a
group from Holy Spirit to attend the Catholic Heart
Workcamp in Cincinnati, Ohio. Catholic Heart is a great
opportunity to spend time doing service for others and meet
other Catholics from around the country. During the week,
we had groups helping elderly individuals do maintenance
on their homes that they could not, or did not have the
means to do for themselves. We also had two groups that
worked at an urban garden whose goal is to provide much
needed produce to a low income neighborhood. In addition
to all the good service opportunities, Catholic Heart also
provided faith based programming each night that was both
engaging and thought provoking. Catholic heart is an
excellent experience and we hope to have even more
participants next year!  Students and chaperones that
attended from St. John were: Isaiah Des Jardins, Addison
Eickman, Andrew Eickman, Casen Frasetto, Bryce Hafner,
Dan Des Jardins and Clint Jorn.

FAMILY FUN FEST

b y  R y a n  G l o u d e m a n s

On Thursday, August 26th we
held our Family Fun Fest in the
green space across from the
school on Grand Ave.  The
event featured inflatables, Rock
the Flock DJ, Magic Mike the
Magician,  snow cones, balloon
animals, Fast Taco food truck,
and so much more!  The event
was very well attended and was
a perfect opportunity for our
families to enjoy a night out
before school starts.  We really
lucked out with a beautiful
night!  A special thank you to all
of the families who stayed late
to help pick up at the end of the
night!  This is just another
reason why we are so blessed to
be a part of such an awesome
parish community!   We look
forward to a successful event
next year!
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"

5 students and 2 chaperones from our parish attended Catholic
Heart Workcamp in Cincinnati, Ohio this past July.



STAFF SPOTLIGHT:  KELLY UFI
b y  K e l l y  U f i

Hello! My name is Kelly Ufi and I am the new
administrative assistant with the St. John Nepomucene
Faith Development Program. I've been married to my
amazing husband, Haini, for 35 years, since we met on the
island of Tonga in the South Pacific where I was teaching at
a Women’s Business College with the Peace Corps. We've
been gifted 4 perfectly imperfect children (Lucas, Sarina,
Dominic and Peyton), a daughter-in-law also from Tonga
(Lavi), son-in-law (Tommy) and so far 3 beautiful
grandchildren (Ofa, Israel and Violet).
I am 4th generation St. John proud. My dad attended St.
John Grade School and St. John High School, my siblings
and I, my children and now my grandchildren all walk(ed)
these school halls and still attend mass here regularly. We
received all our sacraments here and are so grateful for our
family's 80-year history at St. John. My parents, Giz and
Judy Geerts, are beautiful examples of the Catholic faith we
were raised in. They taught us to live our faith every day, to
give back, to know that we are never alone, and to love God
first, no matter what.
In my new role, I will have the opportunity to meet and
walk with many of you on your faith journey. I realize how
special this opportunity is and look forward to not only
sharing what I have learned over the years, but listening
and learning from all of you. God fills our lives and our
hearts, he's always with us and never fails to give us what we
need, even though it may be different than what we want
(in my earlier years I was sure that He just got it wrong, but
it always turned out that it was me not being able to see His
lesson.) My faith has gotten me through every difficult time
in my life, and I'm so excited to help you discover the joys
of simply having faith and trusting God, every day. See you
soon!

CATECHIST SPOTLIGHT:

TAYLOR & CARLEY HERMES

b y  T a y l o r  a n d  C a r l e y  H e r m e s

Hello! Our names are Carley
and Taylor Hermes and this
year we will be teaching Faith
Development at the high school
level!
Carley is a Middle School
Special Education Teacher, and
Taylor is an Electrical Engineer.
So you are probably wondering,
how did we meet?
The story of our faith is
intertwined with the story of
how we met. We met in high
school during a Steubenville
Retreat at the University of St.
Thomas in St. Paul, Minnesota.
While it wasn't until a few years
after that trip that we began
dating, having our first
introductions to one another
during that faith-filled weekend
was a great start to our
relationship. That brings us to
July 10th, 2021 when we
entered into marriage! Having
the Catholic Faith centered in
our relationship has helped us
grow together and has made
our relationship stronger.
Having said that, we feel
extremely grateful for the
opportunity to teach the
Catholic Faith at St. John
Nepomucene.
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