
In the middle of October, I was able to attend 
my 51st high school class reunion. We started 
our freshman year in the seminary with  
53 guys and graduated with 23. Two of us  
became priests; Fr. Bob Kabat was the  
other guy!  
 

We had 17 guys present for the event.  
As class reunions go, ours was just like the 
next. Being in the seminary meant we spent 
24/7 with each other. One statement really 
knocked my socks off (if I had them on). My 
classmate said that in his life, he has been a 

part of many groups — in the workplace, in community service, etc., and 
as he looked at us, his classmates, he said he would be willing to trust his 
life or anything of value with any of us without any questions or concerns.  
 

I believe we have the same kind of spirit here at St. John Nepomucene. 
 

Let us continue to allow the example of Jesus, as the Son of God, to call us 
to a deeper relationship with him and each other. As we approach  
Christmas, my prayer is for us as individuals and families to find ways to 
open our hearts to our loving and living God. 
 

Peace, 
Fr. Ron 

Reflections from Fr. Ron 

November 2021 

MASS TIMES 

Saturday……………………4:30 p.m. 

Sunday………………..8 and 10 a.m. 

Monday-Thursday …….6:45 a.m. 

(Monday prayer service) 

Friday……….8 a.m. (school year) 

Reconciliation 9-10 a.m. Saturday 

• Larry and Geralyn Harkness 
• Gene Vandenberg 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!  

RCIA spurs spiritual, intellectual growth in the Church 

Whether you are ready to enter fully 
into the Catholic Church or are just  
curious to learn more about God,  
RCIA might be for you.  

RCIA stands for Rite of Christian  
Initiation of Adults and is the method 
by which the Church welcomes new 
members through a gradual process of 
spiritual and intellectual growth.  
During this process, a person grows in 
knowledge of the teachings of the 

Church, explores the meaning of the 
Scriptures, learns to pray and worship 
in the Catholic tradition, and discovers 
the joy of serving others. At the Easter 
Vigil Mass, we celebrate full initiation 
through receiving the sacraments.  

To find out more, call the church office 
at 920-788-9061. We would love to 
guide you on your journey. 

Dcn. Dave  

Bag Drop will spread 

love in community 

The Faith Development Bag Drop 

will be Dec. 8  for grades 1-8 and 

Dec. 19 for our high-schoolers.   

Students and their families are 

asked to put together items in a 

bag that will bring joy to a ran-

dom individual or family. After 

the bags are blessed, the families 

drop them off at a home of a 

person or family that they don’t 

know.   

This event has been an awesome 

way for our families to serve  

others while reinforcing the true 

meaning of Christmas. 

Have your family reunion, birth-
day party, bridal or baby shower 
at the Fellowship Hall, Msgr. Jim 
Room or school cafeteria with 
kitchen access for $100.  
Call 920-788-9061. 

Banquet rooms for rent 
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I’m Sarah Vosters (née Machurick) 
and I’ve been involved at St. John 
Nepomucene Catholic Community 
since I was 8 when I started 
attending St. John School.  
I graduated from St. John School 
in 1999, Xavier High School in 
2003 and UW-Madison in 2008.  
I was baptized at St. Bernadette  
in Appleton, then made my First 
Communion, First Reconciliation, 
Confirmation and was married at 
St. John’s Church. 
 

When I was 14, to my astonish-
ment, I landed a singing role in the 
St. John School eighth grade play, 
and singing became a passion of 
mine. I started singing lessons 
through Lawrence University 
while in my freshman year at  
Xavier, but I was too shy to sing  
in public, even in the pews during 
weekend Mass. It was my dad’s 
threat to pull me out of singing 
lessons if I didn’t sing at Mass that 
made me join the Spirit and Praise 
Choir where I could be in the back 
but still be loud!  

Singing brought my connection  
to Mass to a whole new level. 
Praying through music can be so 
profound. Since then, I’ve gone on 
to sing with numerous local and 

state choirs, learned to feel confi-
dent as a cantor and eventually 
began my dream of singing for 
wedding ceremonies. 
 

It was in the Spirit and Praise 
Choir that I met my husband,  
Joey, at age 16. He even proposed 
to me in the choir area where we 
met, and we were married at St. 
John’s in 2008. We now have 
three amazing kids: Will (11),  
Graham (8) and Violet (6).  
 

In college, I was fortunate to 
spend the first semester of my 
third year in Sevilla, Spain. Being 
in a place with such a long cultural 
and Catholic history completely 

changed my perspective on what 
was old! Jesus’ life seemed so 
much more real and tangible 
while at Mass in the ancient  
cathedrals around Europe. Joey 
and I visited the Vatican on our 
honeymoon, and I will never  
forget the day we spent touring 
and viewing the priceless pieces  
of art all focused on Jesus and his 
sacrifice for each of us, especially 
while gazing at the Pietá. 

At UW-Madison I earned a double 
major in marketing and Spanish.  
I must admit, I prayed so hard to 
get into the business school. Little 
did I know, God had a plan for 
where I would end up working 
years later!  
 

In 2016, I helped reform the  
Marketing and Communications 
Committee. I became the mar-
keting coordinator in 2019.  
 

I am so blessed and honored to be 
a part of this vibrant community 
both on staff and as a vocalist.  
The leadership is fantastic, the 
staff has been so welcoming and 
kind, and we have so many won-
derful parishioners and generous 
volunteers.  
 

Thank you, everyone, for your 
prayers and support!  

Staff Spotlight: Sarah Vosters 

 

Advent Adventures: Families can plan for fun at Nov. 21 event 

 

Families are invited to begin the Advent celebration 

through Advent Adventures.  

This fun event will occur after the 10 a.m. Mass on  

Nov. 21 in the Fellowship Hall. There is no charge.  

There will be a luncheon, cookie decorating,  

Advent wreath making, music, crafts, story time with 

Mrs. Claus, coloring and more. If you’d like to attend, 

please call 920-788-9061 or register online at stjn.org. 
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  2021 Advent Schedule 
St. John Nepomucene Catholic Community O Come,  

  O Come, 
     Emmanuel… 

* Tuesday Mornings in Advent – November 30th, December 7th and December 14th   
 

“Our Advent candles shine with HOPE” – Join us for a wonderful morning of advent reflections from 7:30 a.m. 

until 8:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall. Enjoy coffee, juice and goodies while listening to faith-filled presentations! 
Our speakers: November 30th is Nicole Geurts, December 7th is Jamie Mara and December 14th is Deacon Mark Ebben.  

* Blessings for Baby Jesus – December 11th and 12th  
 

Please bring the Baby Jesus figurine from your home nativity set to 

Mass with you to be blessed on the Third Weekend of Advent! 
 

* Sharing Trees – November 27th through December 12th  
 

The Sharing Trees will be up the weekend after Thanksgiving! The Social Concerns and Awareness 
Committee at St. John Nepomucene offers this opportunity to share your good fortune with those in need right 

here in our community. Please take an ornament, attach it to your unwrapped gift and place it back under the 

tree by Sunday, December 12th. Any monetary donations may be brought to the parish office. Thank you! 

* Advent Adventures – Sunday, November 21st   
 

Begin the Advent celebration with your family with a variety of activities for everyone to take part in! 

This fun and exciting event will occur after the 10:00 a.m. Mass in Fellowship Hall. A lunch will be served and 
there is no charge for this event. You may sign-up by calling the parish office or go online to www.stjn.org, 

click on “Grow” and then “Events” to fill out an online registration form. If you have any questions, please 
contact Cheryl at cahietpas@new.rr.com. 

* Christmas Mass Times at St. John Nepomucene 
 

December 24th (Christmas Eve) ........... 4:00 p.m., 6:30 p.m. and 10:00 p.m. 
 

December 25th (Christmas Day) ........... 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. 

* Tree of Memories 
 

The TREE OF MEMORIES will be up in the beginning of December 
at the St. John Nepomucene Cemetery. Everyone is invited to hang 

an ornament on the tree in memory of any loved one who has passed.  
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Updated cemetery space for babies to foster healing 
Embers of Hope Grief Ministry 
(formerly Moms Grief Support) 
formed several years ago to help  
families who have lost a child due to 
miscarriage or stillbirth.  

Along with a new name came a new 
mission — a focus on hope.  We offer 
hope and support to families who 
have suffered the devastating loss of 
a child and help them navigate 
through their grief journey. 
 

Two years ago, we had an idea to un-
dertake updating the infant portion  
of St. John Nepomucene’s Cemetery. 
We also wanted to include a dedicat-
ed space for miscarried babies.  
Currently, miscarried babies that are 
delivered at local hospitals are buried 

in Appleton and we felt strongly that 
our St. John community needed a 
special final resting place for them.  

An updated serene garden space for 
infant and miscarried babies has been 
approved by the Cemetery Com-
mittee and construction has begun. 
The infant space will be completed  
in the spring/summer of 2022.  
A heartfelt thank-you goes to the 
committee and the many design  
talents of local businesses and  
individuals. 
 

Planning will begin soon for a fall 
2022 memorial/burial service for 
those who have had a miscarriage 
and wish to memorialize their loss 
and/or actively bury the miscarried 

remains. We will be speaking with 
local funeral homes to develop a pro-
cess to support families with miscar-
ried remains who wish to have their 
little one buried in the infant space. 
Please contact the parish office at  
920-788-9061 if you have questions.  

In the summer of 2022, we will begin 
the second phase. Our plan is to de-
velop a memorial site for those who 
had a loss before this space existed 
and would like to have their family 
represented.  
 

Ultimately, our goal with this project 
is to provide a spiritual space for fami-
lies and our community to acknow-
ledge the losses, grieve and hopefully 
find healing and peace.  


