
Many years ago, the school principal in a  

parish where I was a priest asked me to help 

the children renew their efforts in following 

their Lenten practices. 

During the homily, I tried to help the children 

understand they did not give something up  

or do more acts of kindness just to have a 

nice-looking scorecard at the end of Lent.  

I wanted them to know that their Lenten 

practice needed to help them grow closer to 

Jesus, and if it didn’t they needed to select a 

new practice for Lent. After a few examples, I really felt they were getting 

the message. 

As I was ready to end the homily, a little second-grader asked me, 

“Father, does your priesthood help you grow closer to Jesus?” After a 

loud gasp from the parents attending Mass, I said, “Yes it does and if it 

wouldn’t, I would have to leave the priesthood.” 

I pray that each of you takes time to really reflect on what you might do 
during this Lenten season, so we may all grow closer to our Lord.  
 

Peace, 
Fr. Ron 

Reflections from Fr. Ron 

February 2022 

MASS TIMES 

Saturday……………………4:30 p.m. 

Sunday………………..8 and 10 a.m. 

Monday-Thursday …….6:45 a.m. 

(Monday prayer service) 

Friday……….8 a.m. (school year) 

Reconciliation 9-10 a.m. Saturday 

• Michael and Brenda Berg 
• Brian Calmes and son Karter 
• Paul A. Feider 
• Larry and Donna Mattioli 
• Frank Theys and Gloria Grones 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!  

By Dcn. Dave Van Eperen  

For many years now,  
Catholics have moved away 
from the church’s teaching 
(and Christ’s invitation) to 
attend Mass on a regular  
basis — the Sunday  
obligation.   

In the past two years, the pandemic 
has only served to further confuse 

things as we received a dis-
pensation from this obliga-
tion, then it was lifted, put 
back on again, and now this 
past July lifted again. 

This has led people to ask, 
“How can it be an obligation 
one week and not the next?”  

Perhaps the way to look at this is not 
from the perspective of it being an 

obligation, but instead seeing Mass as 
a family celebration that we all want 
to be part of.   

Over the past year, I have talked with 
many parishioners who have come 
back to Mass regardless of the status 
of the dispensation. There were many 
reasons for them coming back, but 
they all centered around three ideals. 

Continued on Page 3 

Winter Games 

With the Winter Olympics  

taking place, our 1st through  

5th graders will have an Olympic 

Winter Games-themed Faith De-

velopment session in February.  

Our students will learn that 

God’s way is always the best 

way. Things in our lives always 

go better when we follow God. 

Connections, Eucharist draw us back to Sunday Mass 
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Hi, my name is Jessica (Larson) 
Hietpas. I was hired as part of the 
finance team for the school and  
parish in January 2021.  

I grew up in Combined Locks and 
went to Kimberly Area School Dis-
trict. I joined the St. John community 
when I married my husband, Craig 
Hietpas, and had our two wonderful 
kids, Mary and Derek. I graduated 
with an associate’s degree in banking 
and finance from Fox Valley Technical 
College many years ago but decided 

to get my  
bachelor’s in 

accounting  
in 2016 and 
graduated in 
May 2019. 
Then the 
world froze a 

few months 
later because 

of the pandemic.  

Thankfully, God has blessed me in 
more ways than I can count, and I 
found my path leading to St. John 
Nepomucene Catholic Community.  

To start, I love to sail and if I could do 
it for a living, I would. My mom and 
dad had a 25-foot sailboat as a geta-
way for the summer weekends, and I 

have been in love with the sport ever 
since. Living on a small sailboat with 
my mom, dad and sister really taught 
me how to work well with and listen 
to others. It was tiny house living  
before there was “Tiny House Living.” 
My family is a close-knit group and 
having your own space meant sitting 
outside on deck.  

This feeling of keeping a close rela-
tionship with my own family is and 
will keep being a focus in my life. To 
this day, I am thankful for my parents 
focusing on family first, which gave 
me the opportunity to grow stronger 
as a person and grow my faith.  

My faith journey started with going 
to church every Sunday morning for 
class and service afterward. My par-
ents served a term on the board and 
taught religion classes on Sunday 
morning. My sister and I hung out at 
church when they were in the board 
meeting, and it always gave me 
peace when I was there.  

During confirmation, we were able to 
explore and discuss our thoughts 
about faith, and ever since then I 
have been thinking and praying 
about it. When I was a few years 
younger, I was driving home from 
work, and I had a thought: God sees 

us as we see our own children. I 
blurted out: “I totally get it now!” 
and just pictured God saying: “If you 
don’t stop fighting, I am going to turn 
this car around right now and no trip 
to the ice cream shop.” I giggled the 
entire 20-minute drive home.  

Many life experiences have been 
blessings in disguise, and I have 
learned more about how the Holy 
Spirit works through me and others 
and how God wants us to live our 
lives because of the experiences God 
placed before me.  

Without the dark times in life, you 
cannot see how truly bright and 
beautiful the light can be. 

Staff Spotlight: Jessica Hietpas 

Parish offers faith events for adults in February, March 

Many life 

experiences 

have been 

blessings  

in disguise. 

 

“The Chosen” Season 2 

An eight-week TV series about  

the life of Christ.  

• 6-7:15 p.m. Feb. 17  

in the Fellowship Hall          

• 9-10:30 a.m. Feb. 23  

in the Fellowship Hall  
 

 

Tuesday Mornings in Lent 
 

7:20-8:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall  

and livestreamed 
 

• March 22 - Rob Reynebeau                                          

• March 29 - Maggie Coenen  

and Lori Vosters          

• April 5 - Gerry and Joni Janssen     

Parish Mission 

6:30-7:45 p.m. in church, livestreamed 

• March 7 – Julianne Stanz   

• March 8 – Fr. Ron  

• March 9 – Kristin Bird 
 

That Man Is You  

5:45 a.m. Fridays starting Feb. 25 

in the Fellowship Hall 
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What I heard almost without fail was 
that people missed being with other 
people. There was a sense of commu-
nity that they missed by sitting in their 
living rooms watching the livestream. 
Being able to have a chat with some-
one they haven’t seen in a while, find 
out how others were doing and recon-
necting were all things that were part 
of their experience of coming back.  

Along with that, people were missing 
the opportunities to volunteer, to 
minister to others, to be part of the 
church’s call to serve the surrounding 
community. Much of this was on hold 
during the pandemic, but as ministries 
started up again, there were many 

who were eager to jump back in and 
begin serving others again.  

As disciples of Jesus, the church gives 
us many opportunities to practice our 
discipleship through serving others 
and there is a genuine enthusiasm in 
being able to do that once again.  

Another thing I heard often was that 
people just missed the feeling of being 
in church, they missed the energy and 
sense of spirit that is present in a 
building that has experienced close to 
two centuries of praising and worship-
ping our God.  

The sights, sounds and smells of being 
present at Mass bring all of our senses 
into the experience and allow our 
hearts to be filled with the love of God 

in a wonderful way.   

Lastly, people missed the Eucharist. 
They missed being able to come  
forward and receive Jesus in the  
sacrament.  

At most Masses, just before Commun-
ion, we sing a song that prepares us to 
come forward to receive Jesus. “This is 
Jesus, our Savior. God is with us in this 
sacrament. Come receive Him, adore 
Him. This is Jesus, our Lord.”   

If you have not been back to Mass  
in a while, perhaps now is the time  
for you. Ask God to open your hearts 
to what it is that you are missing each 
weekend.  

We would love to see you again! 

Ash Wednesday,  

March 2 

• Mass times:  

6:45 a.m., 8 a.m.,  

6 p.m. 

 

Rice bowls 

They will be available 

for your Lenten alms at 

the time of the Masses.  
 

Reconciliation  

• 1-2:30 p.m. March 9 

• 6-7:30 p.m. March 10 

• 9-10 a.m. Saturdays 

or by appointment 

(except Holy  

Saturday) 

 

Holy Week Triduum 

• Holy Thursday,  

April 14: 7 p.m.  

with Adoration  

until 10 p.m. 

• Good Friday:  

1 p.m. service, 

7:30 p.m.  

Tenebrae 

• Holy Saturday:  

8 p.m. Easter Vigil 

Mass 

• Easter Sunday:  

7, 9 and 11 a.m. 

Masses 
 

                   Lenten                   

                  Observances,          

                   Regulations

       Ash  

                   Wednesday,    

                   Good Friday  

                    are days of  

                    fasting  

                and abstinence 

• All Fridays in Lent  

are days of  

abstinence only 

• The Law of  

Abstinence  

(not eating meat) 

obliges to those 14 

years old or older 

• The Law of Fast  

(only one full meal 

each day, nothing 

between meals) 

obliges to those who 

are 18 years old 

through 59 years old 

Mass: Ask God to open your heart to what you’re missing 



Our Mission at St. John Nepomucene 

Together We Love, Serve and Share Our Faith 

323 Pine Street 

Little Chute, WI  54140 

Pastor: Father Ron Belitz 

 

Parish Office 

Phone: 920-788-9061 

Fax: 920-687-0851 

Email: parishoffice@stjn.org 

 

St. John Grade School 

Phone: 920-788-9082 

 

Faith Development Center 

Phone: 920-788-9033 
 

Website: www.stjn.org 
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I am Kate Van Schyndel,  
a junior at Xavier High 
School.  

Since a young age, I have 
always been interested in 
my faith. Though there 
were times I was less dedi-
cated, I thankfully was  
always led back to God.  

In middle school, I attend-
ed a public school. I would want to 
talk about my faith to my friends, but 
because it was a public school it was 
discouraged, and outside of school 
many of my friends were not interest-
ed. I can confidently say that transfer-
ring to Xavier was the best decision of 
my life. I met the people who are now 
my best friends and I finally feel that I 

found a second family.  

In my freshman year, I 
grew in my faith quite a 
bit, but it was my sopho-
more year when I truly 
found God in a deep way. 
I had a close relationship 
with my entire theology 
classmates and my teach-
er. I would stay after 
school and talk to her if  

I ever needed guidance. This class is 
what gave me the desire to pursue 
my faith even more.  

Throughout the past year, I have been 
very motivated to volunteer at  
St. John parish. Through the summer,  
I was a leader at a vacation bible 
school for children in grades 1-4. It 

was by far the highlight of my sum-
mer. It was so inspiring to me to see 
all these young kids worshipping God 
— dancing around and cheering songs 
about God. I grew a close relationship 
with all the students, and the four 
days went by way too fast. I can’t wait 
for this coming summer to volunteer 
again at bible school.  

I have volunteered to be a leader for 
faith development classes. On the 
first day of faith development class, I 
was already able to see that I had the 
opportunity to teach such a great 
class and I can’t wait to grow closer 
with all of them.  

I am in no way a perfect Catholic, but 
finding ways to bring me closer to 
God is what I strive for. 

Student Spotlight: Kate Van Schyndel 


