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MANITOWOC — When Stan-
islava Varshavski heard that 
Russia had begun invading 
her native Ukraine, she was 
in disbelief.

“I can’t explain how I felt. 
I can say it was the shock 
of my life. The fi rst three 
weeks, I couldn’t eat, I 
couldn’t sleep. I thought it 
was a nightmare,” said Var-
shavski, director of music 
education for Holy Family 
Conservatory of Music in 
Manitowoc.

“I had relatives in Khar-
kov (her birth city), and it 
was one of the fi rst cities 
that got bombed. My former 
apartment building was hit 
with rockets two times,” she 
said. As far as she knows, 
her friends and extended 
family are safe, but Var-
shavski remembers feeling 
helpless. “I didn’t know 
what I should do,” she said.

In March, the conserva-
tory and the Manitowoc 
community worked to-
gether to gather medical 
supplies and donations for 
Ukraine. “I was so amazed 
by Americans, that so many 
people so many miles away 

cared. I was really touched,” 
Varshavski said.

Spurred by continuing 
news of the invasion, the 
conservatory decided to 
organize a benefi t concert 
for Ukraine, set for 2 p.m. 
on Sunday, May 15. The 
concert will feature profes-
sional musicians and vari-
ous genres of music. “We 
are musicians here. I think 
the best way to help is to 
play music,” said Varshavs-

ki, concert organizer. “It’s 
about humanity. We need to 
fi ght evil and help people.”

All money raised is 
designated for Catholic 
Relief Services for Ukrai-
nian refugee supplies and 
housing. said Sr. Carol Ann 
Gambsky, administrator of 
Holy Family Conservatory 
of Music, in an email.

Our full story appears in the 
May 6 issue.
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Dear Brothers and Sisters,
The Book of Job dramatically 

represents in an exemplary way 
what truly happens in life – that 
really heavy trials fall on a person, 
on a family, on a people, dispro-
portionate trials in comparison 
to human lowliness and frailty. It 
often happens in life that “when it 
rains it pours,” as the saying goes. 
And some people are overcome by 
an accumulation of evil that truly 
seems excessive and unjust. It is 
like this with many people.

We have all known people like 
this. We have been impressed by 
their cry, but we have also stood 
in admiration at the fi rmness of 
their faith and love in their silence. 
I am thinking of parents of children 
with serious disabilities, have you 
thought of the parents of children 
with serious disabilities? Their 
entire life.… I am thinking also of 
those who live with a permanent 
illness, …. These situations are 
often aggravated by the scarcity 
of economic resources.
+ Pope Francis, May 18, 2022
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Ukraine native Stanislava Varshavski at a piano at the Holy 
Family Conservatory of Music in Manitowoc. Varshavski 
organized a “Benefi t Concert for Ukraine” on May 15. 
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ALLOUEZ — Look forward to some 
changes coming to these pages.

And expect changes, not just on the 
pages of The Compass, but on its website 
at thecompassnews.org, its e-news-
letter and in its production schedule, as 
well as the entire Offi  ce of Communica-
tions for the Diocese of Green Bay.

With this issue, The Compass begins 

the biweekly schedule it usually follows 
through summer and into September. 
However, because the Offi  ce of Com-
munications of the Diocese of Green Bay 
is now in the process of restructuring, 
this will directly aff ect The Compass.

For the foreseeable future, the paper 
will continue to be printed on a biweekly 
basis. It will not return to weekly pro-
duction in September.

The Compass’ monthly e-newsletter 

will also continue — moving toward a 
biweekly schedule in September — as 
will many of the features readers have 
come to expect. These include Compass 
in the Classroom (during the school 
year), Sunday Scripture readings, the 
calendar of events, columns by Fr. John 
Girotti and Julianne Stanz, as well as 
the Foundations of Faith feature. 

Our full story appears in the May 20 issue.
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THINGS YOU 
SHOULD KNOW

About English martyrs
BY PATRICIA KASTEN | THE COMPASS

1  1  England’s Protestant Reformation 
began in 1534, when King Henry VIII 

declared himself head of the church there.

22 Many Catholics opposed the reforms 
and were martyred. They are the 40 

Martyrs of England and Wales (Oct. 25). 
Hundreds more died between 1535 and 
1670. May 4 is for their feast day.

33 Several martyrs have June feasts, 
including SS. John Fisher and Thomas 

More (June 22).

44 Seven Carthusian martyrs starved 
to death in June 1537, in Newgate 

Prison. They include Bl. Robert Salt and Bl. 
John Davy (June 6).

55 Thomas More’s foster daughter, 
Margaret Clement, aided these Car-

thusians by smuggling food until the jailer, 
fearing his own safety, stopped her.
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5 Easter celebration isn’t over yet!
Hello, my young friends and Happy 
Easter.

A re you shaking 
your head and say-
ing, “Happy Easter, 

Bishop? Easter was a 
couple weeks ago.” This 
is true, but the Easter 
celebration, which is the 
center of our Christian 
faith, is so much more 
than a day. It is a season 
that lasts for 50 days.

From Easter Sunday 
through Pentecost Sunday, we celebrate 
and rejoice in Christ’s victory over death 
as one joyful feast — or one “great Sun-
day.” By His death, Christ freed us from 
sin; by His resurrection, He brought us 
the promise of new life, on earth and in 
Heaven. This is our belief and why we 
hold this season so sacred.

As we enter this month of June, we 
are still in the midst of Eastertide. This 
year, as we pray for peace throughout 
our world, especially in Ukraine, I 
encourage you and your family to hold 
Mary close. Think about saying a weekly 

rosary or recite the “Hail Mary” as part 
of your daily prayers.  

Our diocese is blessed to be home 
to the National Shrine of Our Lady of 
Good Help, located just 25 minutes 
north of Green Bay in Champion, Wis. 
This sacred, peaceful Shrine is where 
the Blessed Virgin Mary appeared to 
a young Belgian immigrant woman 
named Adele Brise over 160 years ago. 
It is a humble, quiet refuge, noble in 
simplicity, nestled amid the cornfi elds of 
the rural landscape.

The Shrine off ers many opportunities 
for prayer, including a beautiful outdoor 
rosary walk, a chapel where daily Mass 
is off ered and an apparition oratory 
which provides visitors a space for quiet 
prayer and refl ection. I invite you and 
your family to plan a visit.

Throughout these weeks, as we con-
tinue to rejoice in the risen Christ, look 
also to his mother. As Jesus said to Peter 
at the foot of the cross, “She is your 
mother.” She is our mother. Let us honor 
her. God bless you and your family.

Read the Kids Page in the May 6 issue.

KIDS’ PAGE
Bishop David
Ricken

Ramona 
Meidam 
crowns a 
statue of 
Mary on 
May 4 at Sa-
cred Heart 
Catholic 
School in 
Shawano.  
Students 
gathered 
with fi rst 
Commu-
nicants 
for Mass 
and the 
rosary with 
Fr. Scott Va-
lentyn and 
Deacon Jim 
Lonick.
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