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GREEN BAY — Camaraderie, understanding, 
plenty of stories, a few tears and some laughs 
have all been shared at the monthly meetings 
of the Veterans Supporting Veterans Fellow-
ship and Support Group at St. Elizabeth Ann 
Seton Parish. 

The group, facilitated by A New Genesis Sr. 
Mary Peters, pastoral minister, was founded in 
September 2021. The format is simple. Veterans 
gather at 9 a.m. on the fi rst Wednesday of the 
month for coffee, donuts and conversation.

A New Genesis Sr. Marla Clercx, pastoral 
leader at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, had sought 
a program for veterans at the parish for some 

time, so Sr. Mary called on a past connection.
“When I worked at St. Paul Elder Services in 

Kaukauna, Mike Weaver had (meetings) there 
maybe four times a year,” said Sr. Mary. “It 
would include people from the greater com-
munity and also the residents.”

Our full story appears in the Nov. 4 issue. 

All-School Mass celebrated in Neenah
SPECIAL TO THE COMPASS

NEENAH — Bishop David 
Ricken celebrated the annual 
diocesan All-School Mass on 
Tuesday, Oct. 25, at St. Gabriel 
Church in Neenah. The Mass 
was hosted by the St. Mary 
Catholic Schools System. 

About 400 students repre-
senting Catholic schools from 

across northeast Wisconsin at-
tended. They included students 
from St. Ignatius Catholic School 
who gave spiritual bouquet to 
the bishop. St. Mary Catholic 
High School’s liturgical choir led 
the music for the Mass. 

In his homily, Bishop Ricken 
spoke about the importance 
of the Eucharist, as the Green 
Bay Diocese embarks on a 

three-year focus on the Mass 
and Sunday worship, called 
“Worship Jesus.” 

The bishop also spoke about 
Blessed Carlos Acutis, whose 
relics made a brief stop in the 
diocese in October at St. Norbert 
College Parish in De Pere.

Our full story appears in the 
Nov. 4 issue. 

Veterans fi nd support through shared experiences

JESSICA WAGNER | FOR THE COMPASS

Students and staff, led by St. Mary Catholic High School’s choir, sing during the Oct. 25 
diocesan All =-School Mass at St. Gabriel the Archangel Church in Neenah.

In our continuing catechesis on 
discernment, we have seen the 
importance of interpreting the 
movements of our heart, including 
occasional experiences of “desola-
tion” or interior unrest. 

Such moments are in fact a chal-
lenge to our complacency and an 
incentive to growth in the spiritual 
life. In the case of many great 
saints like Augustine, this sense of 
inner unrest was the prelude to a 
profound conversion. 

The experience of desolation can 
open our eyes to see things in a 
new light, to appreciate the bless-
ings we so often take for granted, 
and to fi nd our peace in drawing 
closer to the Lord. In this way, 
we deepen our relationship with 
Jesus, which brings not only con-
solation, but also new challenges 
to mature in Christian discipleship. 

At times of desolation or discour-
agement, may we embrace the ex-
perience as an invitation to deeper 
prayer, closer union with Christ and 
steadfast trust in his promises.

+ Pope Francis, Nov. 16, 2022
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Lighting an Advent wreath
BY PATRICIA KASTEN | THE COMPASS

11The Advent wreath has four candles: 
three purple and one pink. On Christ-

mas, some people place a white candle 
in the wreath’s center for the newborn 
Jesus, the Light of the World.

22 The fi rst candle of the Advent wreath 
is the Candle of the Prophets, also 

sometimes called the Candle of Hope.

33 The second candle the Candle of 
Preparation, or the Bethlehem Candle. 

44 The pink candle is the Shepherds’ 
Candle because of the message of 

“great joy.” 

55 The fourth candle is called the Angel’s 
Candle because it is lit closest to 

Christmas Eve. It can also be the Candle 
of Love to honor the love of Mary as she 
awaited her child.
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R ecently, our nation gathered to elect 
public offi cials for the coming years. 
Election Day, a hallmark of our democ-

racy, serves as a reminder of the rights and 
the freedoms that we hold so dear in this 

country. One of our greatest 
freedoms is the ability to 
practice our faith without 
fear of persecution from 
the government or others. 
While we are witnessing 
some threats to religious 
freedom in our country, as 
Catholics we can still gather 
for worship each week in 
peace, a great blessing.

The church has not 
always been so lucky. In 
the fi rst 300 years of our 

existence, Christians faced persecution. All but 
one of the apostles were martyred, and there 
are countless stories of saints who were killed 
in horrible ways for their beliefs. While this 
was a dark time in our church’s history, God 
continued to work through the witness of the 
martyrs and the church grew until Christian-
ity became the offi cial religion of the Roman 
Empire.

We are blessed to live in a country where 
the threat of martyrdom does not exist; yet 
martyrdom and persecution remain daily 
threats to Christians around the world. 

Recently, I received a report from Aid to 
the Church in Need (ACN) which outlined the 
threats to Christian women, in particular, in 
places where Christianity is a minority religion. 
In countries such as Egypt, Iraq, Nigeria and 
Pakistan, women have been kidnapped, raped 
and forced into marriages. ACN’s research 
shows that these cases are growing and are 
often underreported due to the fear that sur-
rounds reporting these crimes. In many cases, 
law enforcement supports the perpetrators, 
making it diffi cult for the women and their 
families to receive justice.

My heart broke as I read the report, includ-
ing fi rsthand accounts of what some of these 
women have faced. No one should be faced 
with violence simply for practicing their faith! 
As Christians, we are called to be in solidarity 
with all people suffering violence and persecu-
tion around the world, especially our fellow be-
lievers. I take it as my responsibility to educate 
the faithful here in our diocese about injustices 
such as these, which too often are unknown or 
ignored here in the United States.  

Read the entire column in the Nov. 18 issue.
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Dear friends and followers of Jesus:

In solidarity with persecuted Christians

HSHS ST. VINCENT CHIDREN’S HOSPITAL | SPECIAL TO THE COMPASS 

HSHS St. Vincent Children’s Hospital in Green Bay dressed some of the NICU patients 
in costume for Halloween. Shown is Casanova in dinorsaur garb. HSHS St. Vincent 
Children’s Hospital NICU is a Level III NICU.


